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PREFACE
Mesrobian School offers a unique opportunity for students, teachers, and parents to
grow together. The approaches outlined here are tried and tested methods and
principles based on years of experience in qualified teaching, counseling,

administration, and professional development and have been based off of experience
nationally and internationally in public, private, and independent schools, school
organizations, school districts, institutions of higher learning, conferences. Our areas of
emphasis include the classroom applications of brain research, multiple intelligence
theory, differentiated instruction, critical thinking, classroom management, mindset, and
emotional intelligence.

Mesrobian is not just looking for the next iteration of what we already have, but rather a
new paradigm of learning that takes into account cognitive science, neuroscience,
behavioral economics, a blended learning/mastery approach enhanced by technology,
etc. Mesrobian is redefining pedagogical approaches to help students develop the
critical and analytical skills to prepare them for a rapidly evolving 21st century economy
and careers that might not yet exist.

Woven in everything we do are the principles of education, psychology, neuroscience,
cognitive science, social psychology, sociology, communication and a number of other
fields. No one field has the answer to all that is needed in education and this is why so
many educational systems fall short. But when drawing from all of these fields, enough
answers are available to move forward, and that’s what Mesrobian strives to do.

The following Mesrobian Parent Teacher Handbook is a resource for students, parents,
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and other members of the school community to better understand the school’s vision,
mission, schoolwide learner outcomes, rules, policies and general guidelines. The
Handbook is based on the The Handbook is based on the Board of Regents of the
Western Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic Church’s required minimum guidelines, with
additions. All contents are subject to revision by the school. The community will be
notified of updates  as needed.

MISSION OF THE PRELACY ARMENIAN SCHOOLS
Armenian Mesrobian School is one of twelve schools under the jurisdiction of the Board
of Regents of the Western Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic Church. As such,
Mesrobian’s mission is that of all Prelacy schools, to encourage the following:

● Ensure academic excellence in accordance with Federal and State guidelines
and standards.

● Instill in our students a strong sense of national pride and spiritual values.
● Prepare our students to become well-rounded and outstanding

Armenian-American citizens.
● Encourage our students to actively participate and contribute to the well-being of

the local, national, and global communities.
● Promote Armenian principles and values as well as the preservation of the ethnic

heritage, language, culture, traditions, history, and religion of the Armenian
people.

● Motivate and inspire our students to be actively involved in the pursuit of the
Armenian Cause and strengthen the independence of Armenia, based on
principles of democracy, equality, justice, and economic prosperity.

GENERAL BACKGROUND AND HISTORY
Armenian Mesrobian School was founded
in 1965, having begun as a Saturday
school for more than a decade earlier
teaching the Armenian language and
culture to Armenian children who lived in
Montebello and the surrounding areas.
The school’s vision was one of an
academic institution that would not only
offer a program of daily instruction in
Armenian language, history, literature,
culture, and religion, but also a
comprehensive curriculum as expected of
all schools of the land.

Soon after, Armenian Mesrobian School was able to offer comprehensive daily
instruction to the growing number of Armenians who were moving into the community. In
its first year the school had 80 students in grades kindergarten through third. This
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historic first Armenian Elementary School
in the United States added a grade level
with each passing year, and as the
number of grades and the student
population increased, the school was
expanded. In 1975, Mesrobian School
celebrated its first graduating class of
high school seniors. Subsequently, in the
late 1980s, the Early Childhood
Education program was added,
accommodating pre-kindergarten,
preschool, and nursery students. In 1997,
following a generous donation by
long-time benefactors, the Preschool was
renamed Ron and Goharik Gabriel
Preschool.
In 1984, Mesrobian School moved to a
leased facility in the El Rancho Unified
School District. In 1997, the school

relocated again to the original school site after a massive effort resulted in its
renovation. Now in its 53rd year, Armenian Mesrobian School provides an early
childhood through twelfth grade education to the community it serves.

Armenian Mesrobian School serves students in the Ron and Goharik Gabriel Preschool,
elementary, middle school, and the college preparatory high school on the same
campus. A major convenience for parents who may have children at multiple ages, the
school offers a unique
perspective and opportunity for
students, teachers, and families
to grow together, and for
students to get the attention
and nurturing they need to be
successful in school and life.
The high school curriculum is
certified through the University
of California. Qualified students
have the option of taking
honors or Advanced Placement
classes in Armenian, English,
Science, Government, and
History.
Athletics has been an important part of student life at Mesrobian School. Students in
elementary and middle school compete against other Armenian schools in games
sponsored by HOMENETMEN, an Armenian athletic organization. Games include
basketball, soccer, track and field, volleyball, and table tennis. Mesrobian High School is
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also a member of the California Interscholastic Federation, and competes in the
International League. Mesrobian’s teams have won 40 League Championships in boys’

baseball, basketball, soccer, and
volleyball, and girls’ basketball and
volleyball. Mesrobian School’s teams
have won the league sportsmanship
award seven times. During the last four
years the boys’ and girls’ teams have won
league championships, boys advancing
twice to at least the second round of the
CIF championship tournament.

Success in the field or on the court is an
important part of the athletic program, as
is the success of athletes in the
classroom. Mesrobian School has
produced ten male and female CIF

Scholar Athletes. Moreover, three of the girls’ volleyball teams and three of the girls’
basketball teams have won CIF Southern Section Awards for the highest academic
achievement as a team within the division in Southern California. Over the years, the
girls’ basketball and girls’ volleyball teams also won the CIF Statewide Award for the

highest academic achievement as a team within the
division throughout the state.

High school students also participate in the Constitutional
Rights Foundation’s Mock Trial Program, Teen Court, and
attend statewide conventions in the fall and spring for
Junior State of America (JSA), an organization for high
school students interested in civic education and
leadership.

Middle school and high school students may be considered for membership in the
National Junior Honor Society and the National Honor Society, respectively, based on
academic performance, service, leadership, and character.

Mesrobian graduates have been accepted to colleges and universities that include the
following:

● California Lutheran University
● California State Polytechnic University, Pomona
● California State Polytechnic University, San Luis Obispo
● California State University including CSU Fullerton, CSU Long Beach,

CSU Los Angeles, and CSU Northridge
● Claremont-McKenna College
● Columbia University
● Drexel University
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● DePaul University
● Fordham University
● Georgetown University
● Loyola-Marymount University
● Pitzer College
● Pomona College
● Saint John’s University
● Scripps College
● University of California, including UC Berkeley, UC Davis, UC Irvine, UC

Los Angeles, UC Riverside, UC San Diego, UC Santa Barbara, and UC
Santa Cruz

● University of Chicago
● University of Southern California
● Whittier College
● Woodbury University
● Yale University

The Mesrobian School Alumni Network and Mentorship Program connects students with
five decades of alumni who have distinguished themselves in fields as diverse as
education, science, business, medicine, music, law, politics, engineering, psychology,
veterinary medicine, entertainment, and others.

Today, Mesrobian School’s achievements, spirit, and student body are growing at a
rapid pace. Families across Los Angeles, the Inland Empire, and Orange County have
become a part of the Mesrobian family as the school continues to expand its offerings
and programs. Each student represents a dream becoming a reality. The school
community is dedicated to investing in the bright futures they will create.

Mesrobian School Motto:
“Tradition, Innovation, Excellence”
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■ Tradition: Respect traditions of school and community
■ Innovation: Use techniques and approaches based on research

and evidence
■ Excellence: Strive for continuous improvement toward excellence

WASC Accreditation History
Armenian Mesrobian School took part in the Western Association of Schools and
Colleges (WASC) accreditation process through the for the first time in 1995.
Recognized for its program’s success in achieving the state requirements and excelling
in many areas, the school was granted full accreditation for the maximum term. The
school has gone through the accreditation process four more times since its initial
candidacy.

In 1999, WASC again accredited the school under the protocol entitled, “Focus on
Learning”. Because of the very positive findings in the visiting committee’s report,
Mesrobian received accreditation for the maximum term of six years, subject to renewal
in 2005.

In 2005, the WASC committee members revisited Mesrobian for the purpose of
reassessing the school’s performance. Due to the committee’s excellent findings,
Mesrobian was granted accreditation for another six-year term.

After a period of growth, strides, and improvements since the major recommendations
that resulted from the most recent self study (2014), the school is conducted a
self-study report that was completed in 2017. WASC will be visiting Mesrobian in
November of 2017 as part of its accreditation renewal process.

HOURS OF OPERATION

Early Childhood Education 8:00 am-3:00 pm

Elementary Grades K-5 Instruction 8:15 am-3:15 pm

Supervision 8:15 am-3:30 pm

High School Grades 6-12 Instruction 8:15 am-3:15 pm

Supervision 8:00 am-3:30 pm

The morning bell rings at 8:10am, and the Tardy Bell rings at 8:15am.

Due to insurance policy restrictions, Armenian Mesrobian School cannot assume liability
for students who are not picked up by parent/guardian by 3:30 pm.

An extended day care period is available only for students ages 2-5. The price of the
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program varies; parents may get information regarding extended care from the
Preschool director.

ENTERING AND EXITING THE SCHOOL GROUNDS
Parents dropping off their children in the morning should enter the school grounds
through the west gate on Fir Street and leave the grounds through the north gate on
Beverly Road. The west gate will open at 7:15 am and close at 8:30 a.m. After 8:30
a.m., all traffic should enter and leave the grounds from the north gate. In the afternoon,
the west gate will open at 2:15 pm and close at 3:45 pm.

Parents entering and leaving the school grounds:
1. Should enter the school grounds at a very slow speed.
2. Keep the center pathway of the south parking area clear.
3. Park in the designated parking spaces if they intend to stay on campus for any

length of time.
4. Should not park in areas marked “NO PARKING”, “Reserved”, “Faculty”,

“Student”, or “Handicapped”.
5. Should lock their vehicles if they intend to stay on campus for any length of time.
6. Should leave the grounds through the north gate at a very low speed.
7. Park only head in.
8. Parents should not remain on campus after dropping off their children so that

instruction time will not be disrupted.

Students entering and leaving the school grounds:
1. Should enter the school grounds at a very slow speed.
2. Should park only in the spaces designated for student parking.
3. Are expected to drive safely and legally on the way to school, and while on the

school grounds.
4. Park only head in.

The speed limit on school grounds is 5 miles per hour
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ADMISSION AND REGISTRATION
All Prelacy Armenian Schools maintain high standards of admission. The school’s
administration will evaluate an applicant based on the student's academic and
behavioral performance.

Students are admitted to Armenian Prelacy Schools upon meeting the following criteria:

∙ Grade Point Average (GPA) - 2.0 and better
∙ Citizenship Grade - S and better / no history of major disciplinary infractions
∙ Satisfactory scores in standardized and placement tests
∙ Availability of space
∙ Receipt of completed requested forms
∙ Meet requirements stated in new student and continuing student registration
sections.

New Student Admission

1. All applicants must complete the following application forms and promptly submit the
packet along with the registration fee to the School Office.

∙ Registration Application
∙ Emergency/Medical Data Sheet
∙ Financial Responsibility Agreement

2. All applicants must forward the following forms to the school they are currently
attending and request that personal records be sent to the School Office:

∙ Recommendation Letter - Administrator
∙ Recommendation Letter - Teacher
∙ Authorization to Obtain Student Records

(a) Transcripts of records of last two years
(b) Attendance records (if not on transcript)
(c) Results of two most recent standardized test scores
(d) California School Immunization Record. Please note that according to

California State Law, Section 49086 of the Education Code, the original
(blue card) must be submitted

(e) Other pertinent developmental information regarding the student

3. After receiving the completed application packet, school personnel will
a) Evaluate the student's academic status and will schedule a placement test
b) Schedule an interview with the principal

4. Students expelled from one Prelacy school are not welcome to attend another
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Prelacy school for the duration of the expulsion.  See expulsion policy.

Continuing Students Registration
Registration priority is given to returning students provided:

∙ The student records do not reflect serious behavioral problems.
∙ The student does not have overdue tuition or other delinquent accounts.

Balance owing from previous year must be paid in full before the registration
process.

∙ The registration process is complete by mid-April. Space is not guaranteed to
students who register after this date.  A late fee will be incurred.

TUITION & FEES
(Subject to change)

Registration Fee*

Before February 28, 2020 $450.00
On or before April 3, 2020 $550.00
After April 3, 2020 $650.00

*All registration fees listed above are non-refundable
*Registration fee for all new students is waived
*Tuition assistance application deadline in June 12, 2020
*Students are not scheduled into classes until registration is paid. Registration on or
after the first day of school does not guarantee a student will be accepted back to
Mesrobian.

Save 5% on your tuition: Parents pre-paying the annual tuition will receive a 5%
discount if paid before the start of the school year.

Annual Tuition Charges:
High School 9th through 12th $5,750 ($575 / month)

Kindergarten through 8th $5,750 ($575 / month)

ECE (Preschool / Pre-K) $6,000 ($575 / month)
3 x Week $4,500 ($400 / month)

Nursery: (potty trained) $6,250 ($625 / month)
3 x Week $4,650 ($450 / month)
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Nursery: (non-potty trained) $6,750 ($675 / month)
3 x Week $5,000 ($500 / month)

Mandatory Annual Fees:
Annual fees listed below are non-refundable

ECE Nutrition & Supply Fee:
(If applicable)

Mandatory per student $300

Emergency Survival Kits
As part of the school’s emergency preparation procedures, all students are required to
purchase an emergency 3-day survival kit.

New Students $50
Returning Students $25

Board of Regents’ Student Fee
Mandatory per student $100.00

Yearbook Fee
$75.00/Family

SCRIP
Parents are required to purchase a minimum of $1,000.00 worth of gift cards / SCRIP or
to donate $100.00 to waive the SCRIP requirement.

Technology Fee
Mandatory per student $125

Graduation Fee
Kindergarten, Fifth, Eighth and Twelfth grade students are subject to
graduation/promotion fees.

PFC Raffle
Each student is required to participate in selling PFC raffle tickets.

Mandatory sale (per student) $75

Candy Drive
Minimum one case of candy is to be sold per student.
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Mandatory sale (per student) $60
School Board Raffle

Each family is required to participate in selling School Board Raffle tickets.

Mandatory sale (per family) $150.

Volunteer Hours
Each family is required to volunteer 20 hours or pay $200.

Lockers/ASB Fee
Secondary students are assigned lockers at the beginning of the school year. The
school provides lockers as a convenience to students. Students should keep their
lockers locked during the school day. They should not allow any other student to use
their locker. Students should take their books home each night since they are
responsible for loss or damage that occurs while books are in the lockers. The school
assumes no responsibility for any property left in a locker either during the school day or
overnight.

Lockers should contain only school related material. The administration reserves the
right to open and inspect student lockers at any time and to confiscate prohibited
materials not connected with school. The fee for the use of lockers is $20/year and is
subject to change annually. This is also referred to as the Associated Student Body
(ASB) fee.

Additional Fees:
Various academic testing, athletics, and lab fees will be required throughout the school
year. Kindergarten, 5th, 8th and 12th grade students will be subject to
promotion/graduation fees.

NOTE: If a parent does not meet financial obligations, the student may not be allowed to return to
school.

FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY
Students are enrolled on a full time, ten-month basis and the entire tuition is payable in
10 equal installments. Absenteeism due to illness, truancy, suspensions, extended field
trips, school closure for Christmas and Easter vacations and any other reason does not
excuse parents from their tuition obligation.

Tuition is due and payable on the first of each month.

Methods of Payment:
1. Personal check or cash.
2. Credit card (credit card information needs to be submitted to the school’s

Accounting Department at the time of registration).
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Delinquent Accounts:
1. If payment is not received by the 3rd of the month, the account will be considered

delinquent and a late fee of $ 25.00 will be charged.
2. If full payment is not made by the 15th of the month, the past due amount will be

charged to the credit card account on file.
3. If the tuition is not received by the end of the month, the Administration will

require the withdrawal of the student from school.
4. Students with outstanding balances by June 15 will not be allowed to receive

final transcripts of records, report cards, and where applicable, diplomas will be
withheld.

5. All checks returned for insufficient funds or credit card charges denied, will be
treated, as delinquent and a service fee of $25.00 will be assessed.
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ARMENIAN MESROBIAN SCHOOL

SCHOOLWIDE LEARNER OUTCOMES
Mesrobian School’s schoolwide learner outcomes, or
SLOs, represent the goals for students during their time as
students at the school. The SLOs are incorporated at
every grade level and are adapted in terms that are clear
for the wide range of age groups represented at the
school. Through the schoolwide learner outcomes the
school aims to provide all students the tools they need to
become 21st century-ready, self-motivated, lifelong
learners.

Mesrobian Students Strive To Be:

1. Capable Communicators Who
● Read and write fluently
● Speak comfortably and clearly
● Formulate and share opinions supported by facts
● Use technology to develop and enhance their communications skills

2. Critical Thinkers Who
● Solve problems effectively
● Analyze, interpret, and evaluate information
● Determine legitimacy of sources through critical analysis
● Gather information and develop new ideas independently

3. Academic Achievers Who
● Employ good study habits
● Apply knowledge and skills to real-world situations
● Set practical goals and achieve them
● Prepare for higher levels of education

4. Responsible Citizens Who
● Demonstrate positive behavior and good character through self-regulation
● Demonstrate an ability to work independently and collaboratively with others
● Exhibit respect for themselves, others, and their environment
● Participate in the life of their school and their community at large - Armenian and

American, local and global
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PROMOTION AND RETENTION
Student placement policies are based on the philosophy that students benefit most from
an educational program appropriate to their level of achievement, physical maturation,
and social development. Most students will make regular progress and will be
promoted to the next grade level. However, individual circumstances may indicate a
need for retention or acceleration.

All academic classes are equally important. Grades earned in Armenian language,
Armenian Studies, English, Mathematics, Science, and Social Studies receive equal
emphasis when promotion or retention is considered.

The following policies make up the minimum academic expectations of students:

Elementary (Grades K - 5):
Six chronological years of progress through grades is the standard expectancy from
students. Students demonstrating difficulty in mastering basic skills usually are
identified as early as in their primary grades (K-2).

To be promoted to the next grade level, students must meet the following criteria:
A. Master the basic skills in all academic classes and complete remedial work for

any “F” grades at the end of the year.
B. Attend at least 85% of school days (no more than 14 absences per semester),

except in special circumstances.
C. Receive teacher’s recommendation for promotion.

Failing students will be given the opportunity to attend summer school and upon
successful completion of the course material, will be promoted to the next grade level.

Middle School (Grades 6 - 8):
To be promoted to the next grade level, students must meet the following criteria:

A. Successfully complete the grade-level courses.
B. Attend at least 85% of school days (no more than 14 absences per semester),

except in special circumstances.

Failing students will be given the opportunity to attend summer school and upon
successful completion of the course material, will be promoted to the next grade level.

High School (Grades 9 - 12):
To be promoted to the next grade level, students must meet the following criteria:

A. Successfully complete all required courses
B. Attend at least 85% of school days (no more than 14 absences per semester),

except in special, verifiable circumstances.

If a student's semester grade is "F" in a course required for graduation, he/she must
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repeat the course through summer school before promotion to the next grade level.
Students with "D" grades must also repeat the "D" grade course to attain a "C" grade or
better.

Students who receive an "F" in Citizenship at the end of the first semester are placed on
behavioral probation. At the end of the second semester, these students must raise
their grade level to "C" to be eligible for re-enrollment. Students with an "F" in
Citizenship at the end of the year may only re-enroll on a probationary basis.

To retain a student, the following procedures must be followed:
A. The academic advisor and/or the homeroom teachers identifies the failing

student after the 10-week progress report.
B. An SST meeting comprised of an administrator, teacher, counselor, and parents

should be held to outline a plan for student success.
C. If the student continues failing by the 4th quarter, the team meets again to discuss

possible retention.
D. Based upon the consensus reached at the conference, the principal will make a

decision about a student’s retention.
E. Students with an unsatisfactory citizenship grade at the end of the year may only

re-enroll on a probationary basis.
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High School Graduation Requirements
Students must complete a minimum of 260 units.

Subject Area & Required Unit Credits Units
A.  History / Social Studies World History 10

30 units (3 years) U.S. History 10
U.S. Government / Economics 10

B.  English Language
and Literature

English 9 10

40 units (4 years) English 10 10
English 11 10
English 12 10

C.  Mathematics Algebra I 10
40 units (4 years) Geometry 10

Algebra II/Trigonometry 10
Pre-Calculus/Calculus/Statistics 10

D.  Laboratory Science Biology 10
30 units (3 years) Physical Science OR General

Science
10

Chemistry 10
Physics 10

E.  Armenian Language
and Literature

Armenian 9 (or ALD 9) 10

40 units (4 years) Armenian 10 (or ALD 10) 10
Armenian 11 (or ALD 11) 10
Armenian 12 (or ALD 12) 10

F.  Visual and
Performing Arts

Fine Arts 10

10 units (1 year)
G1.  Armenian Studies Armenian History 9 5

20 units (2 years) Armenian History 10 5
Armenian History 11 5
Armenian History 12 5

G2.  Elective/Other Health 5
30 units (3 years) Civics 5

other 5
Physical Education
20 units (2 years)

Physical Education 20
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College Admission Requirements
The following courses meet requirements for admission to the University of California.

HL (Honor Level) and AP (Advanced Placement) courses denote extra honors credit:
a=5, b=4, c=3. Courses that are marked with an asterisk (*) and a blue diamond (⌧)
cannot be used as an elective.

History / Social Science - 2 years required
Two years of history/social science, including one year of World History, Cultures or
Geography; and one year of US History or one-half year of US History and one-half
year of American Government / Civics

English - 4 years required
Four years of college preparatory English

Mathematics - 3 years required, 4 years recommended
Three years of college preparatory mathematics that includes the topics covered in
Elementary Algebra, Geometry, and Advanced Algebra. Approved Integrated Math
courses may be used to fulfill part or all of this requirement.

Laboratory Science - 2 years required, 3 years recommended
Two years of laboratory science, including two of the three fundamental disciplines of
Biology, Chemistry and Physics. This requirement can also be met by completing the
latter two years of a 3-year Integrated Science program.

Language Other than English - 2 years required, 3 years recommended
Two years of the same language other than English.

Visual & Performing Arts - 1 year required

Elective - 1 year required
One year (two semesters), in addition to those required in "a-f" above. All courses listed
under a-f above with the exception of courses marked with an asterisk (*) and a blue
diamond (() in Mathematics and VAPA; plus the following:
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U.C. Approved Course List
The following are the subject requirements for admission to the University of California
and California State University. In order for a course to fulfill a requirement, the student
must receive a grade of “C” or higher for each semester.

English 4 years English I, English II, English III, English III (H), English
IV, English IV (H)

Mathematic
s

3 years
(4 years rec.)

Algebra I, Algebra II, Geometry, Algebra II (H),
Trigonometry, Pre-Calculus, Calculus

Laboratory
Sciences

2 years
(3 years rec.)

Biology, AP Biology, Chemistry, AP Chemistry, Physics

History 2 years
(Must include
1 year
U.S. History)

Armenian History, World History, World History II, World
History AP, U.S. history, U.S. History AP, American
Government, AP American Government, AP Human
Geography

Foreign
Languages

2 years
(3 years rec.)

Armenian I, Armenian II, Armenian III, Armenian III (H),
Armenian IV, Armenian IV (H)

College
Preparatory
Electives

2 years Mathematics, Science or Armenian class not used
above

ACCELERATION
Under special circumstances, the principal, taking into consideration staff
recommendations as well as the student’s level of achievement, age, maturity, and other
factors, may recommend acceleration.

Levels of Instruction
Within their high school classes, secondary students have the choice of studying
subjects at different levels of difficulty. The level at which work is determined is through
consultations with students and administrators, and with the consent of their parents. In
academic classes within the high school, students may also choose to follow programs
that vary in difficulty, designated as Honors, College Preparatory, and Basic classes.
Teaching classes at different levels enables Mesrobian School to offer programs that
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meet the needs of students at a variety of levels and with a variety of educational
objectives.

Honors Classes
Students who enroll in these classes must meet certain prerequisites and follow a
course of study more challenging than that offered in the college preparatory classes.
These students receive an additional grade point for Mesrobian academic records.
These courses also may serve as preparation for the Advanced Placement
Examinations administered in May of each year.

The following are designated as Honors courses:

English Language Honors 11th Grade English

English Literature Honors 12th Grade English,
1st semester

World Literature Honors 12th Grade English,
2nd semester

Armenian Literature Honors 12th Grade Armenian

College Preparatory Classes
College Preparatory classes present the academic subjects necessary for students to
be admitted to a university directly from high school. The course content conforms to
guidelines established by the University of California, which certifies the classes.

Advanced Placement (AP)
Armenian Mesrobian School is committed to providing an environment in which all
students have equal access to AP/Honors classes. Students enrolling in AP/Honors
courses demonstrate a willingness to meet the challenges of a college level curriculum.
Please visit www.collegeboard.org to review the AP program.

REQUIREMENTS FOR PLACEMENT IN AP COURSES ARE:
1. Completion of the prerequisites with a grade “B” or better.
2. Recommendations of the AP teacher.
3. High PSAT scores.
4. Take the corresponding Advanced Placement Exam in May.

THE FOLLOWING ARE DESIGNATED AS ADVANCED PLACEMENT COURSES:
● Biology
● Calculus
● English Literature and Composition
● U.S. History
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● U.S. Government and Politics
● Human Geography
● Studio Art

For the full Advanced Placement (AP)/Honors Contract, please see Appendix III

Armenian Language Development
The purpose of Armenian Language Development (ALD) is for non-native or non-fluent
Armenian language speakers to take beginner level Armenian instruction. ALD strives to
give the students the linguistic foundations to progress to more advanced Armenian
language instruction.

Response to Intervention (RTI)
Students enter Mesrobian at various levels of achievement. Mesrobian makes every
attempt to meet the students at their level and to aid their growth and success in school.

One program utilized to help students meet their potential is called Response to
Intervention (RTI). This program allows students personalized attention and an
individual framework to keep them on pace with the rest of the class.

GRADING POLICY
In 2016-17, Mesrobian began exploring the process of implementing a
standards/mastery-based curriculum and grading system, based on the work of Robert
Marzano. The school’s faculty and administration worked to create a
standards/mastery-based curriculum, where students are given the opportunity to take
summative assessments as needed to prove mastery of the curricular standards. As is
the case with pioneering any new approach, certain challenges became apparent and
the school assessed and continues to explore the areas where the system and
approach can be modified, refined, and improved for a clearer understanding.

Based on suggestions from teachers, parents and students, Mesrobian has created
common and clear criteria for letter grades based on mastery. Retakes for tests have
been limited to the first two weeks after the original exam, and the student must show
additional work beyond the original formative assessments. This has created a hybrid
of standards/mastery-based education which is working well both for student
understanding (reaching the standards at the highest level possible) and self-regulation
(preparing to take summative assessments and taking responsibility for being
prepared).

The grades assigned to students based on their academic progress and participation.
Accordingly, students receive Academic and Behavior grades for every quarter of the
academic year (4 total). Students also receive a progress report in the middle of each
quarter.
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In addition to the quarter grades, students in grades 6-12 are also assigned semester
grades for each class/course. These grades are computed based both on their quarter
grades and the results of their mid-year or final exam grades. Midterm and final exams
make up 15% of the semester grade. Midterm or final exams are not administered to
students in elementary grade.

Class ranking is computed for graduating senior students only and it is based solely on students’
GPA.

Academic Grade
The following grading scale is applicable to middle and high school grades. Students in
regular classes are graded on a 4.0 scale. Students in Honors/AP classes receive an additional
point on their GPA calculation. Plus and minus grades may only be used for quarterly grades not
semester grades.

Grading Scale Definition

A The student has not only mastered the learning objective, but can
apply it or explain it articulately to others.

Mastery

B The student has mostly mastered the learning objectives, but still
needs minimal guidance. The student continued working on the task
even when difficulties arose, or a solution was not immediately
evident.Proficient

C The student showed evidence of understanding the objective with
guidance, but is still making mistakes.

Developing

D The student showed partial understanding of the objective, but made
several mistakes.

Beginning

F The student did not attempt to do the assignment, and/or showed little
or no evidence of understanding the objective. The student needs to
be retaught the objective.No Evidence

The semester grade determines whether a student passes or fails a class/course. High
school students who fail a course in the first semester must make up that semester
course even if they pass the second semester.

Grade Point Average
● The Grade Point Average (GPA) is calculated for grades 6-12 at the end of each
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quarter and semester on a 4.00 scale computed to two decimal places, rounded
to the nearest hundredth.

● One whole grade point is added to each Honors or AP course.
● The GPA reflects grades of all courses except Physical Education (P.E.).

Grading Policy for Concurrent Courses
Only courses taken for high school credit are reported on the student’s transcripts. The
new grade obtained will be reported on the report card and the values of both grades
will be taken into consideration while calculating the GPA and the subsequent overall
class ranking level. Courses may only be repeated for grades of “C” and below.

Please note that a student should take on the responsibility to report the college
courses to the university or college he/she plans to attend.

Non- Academic Grade
Armenian Mesrobian School is making tremendous strides and is, in many ways, on the
leading edge of education. Striving to be true to our motto - "Tradition, Innovation,
Excellence" - Mesrobian respects and remains true to our traditions, while innovating
and bringing in new research and evidence-based approaches, with excellence in mind.
As such, after months of consultations, deliberations, and research, we have replaced
our traditional Citizenship grades with grades for Non-Academic traits that, based on
research, represent characteristics that lead to success in school and in life. By being
aware of their development in these key areas, they can concentrate, along with
teachers and parents, on working on those characteristics toward a brighter future.

The Non-Academic Traits, which are listed in the key of the Report Card and grading
system are as follows:

Definition

Growth Mindset Demonstrates belief that abilities can be developed through
dedication and hard work.

Self Regulation
Demonstrates the ability to monitor and control own behavior,
emotions, or thoughts, altering them in accordance with the
demands of the situation.

Effort/Perseverance The student showed effort/perseverance and participation.

Preparedness
Student is prepared for class with Chromebook, textbooks, note
taking materials, writing implements, subject specific tools
(calculator, compass, ruler, etc.)

Uniform Student is in appropriate uniform.

A Consistently

B Usually/Often

C Sometimes
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D Seldom

F Never

The Non-Academic GPAs do not affect the Academic GPA, but will be used for
purposes similar to those of the previous Citizenship Grades to determine qualifications
for certain privileges or consequences.

For Missing and Makeup Assignments
Teachers will assign two Fridays in the month allowing students the opportunity to turn
in missing work.

Retakes
Students may retake tests after they have done additional work to master the standards.
This process allows the students to improve their understanding of the material and
earn better grades that accurately reflect their learning.

Retakes for tests have been limited to the first two weeks after the original exam, and
the student must show additional work beyond the original formative assessments.

Grade Appeal Process
Grades are assigned and recorded by teachers. In the event of a disputed grade, the
student must petition the teacher within two weeks of receiving the grade, and upon the
approval and consent of the Principal, the grade may be reconsidered.

The following is the procedure through which to appeal the grade:
● Student, teacher discussion
● Student, parent, teacher discussion
● If still unresolved; then student, parent, teacher and department chair discussion.
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Homework Guidelines
Homework assignments supplement class work through reading, outlining, answering
questions, solving mathematics problems, researching, and writing reports. Parents
could contribute immensely to their child’s academic success by creating an
environment at home, which is free of distractions, interruptions, and conducive to
studying.

The number of minutes per day students should spend on homework varies according
to grade level. The following table indicates the average time required for homework.

Kindergarten 30 minutes

1st through 3rd grade 30-60 minutes

4th through 6th grade 60-120 minutes

7th through 12th grade 180 minutes

Secondary students should keep their textbooks with them throughout the day and take
them home every day. Students, who were absent from school, should make every
effort to contact their classmates for homework assignments.

If there were no assignments in a particular day, students should still plan to devote time
to review and prepare for the next day or work on long-term projects such as term paper
or reading assignments.

Assignment books, in which students can write down their homework assignments are
for sale in the school’s office.

Students in grades 2nd –5th should take their assignment books home and have their
parents check and sign them daily.

Textbooks

Students are responsible for having textbooks from the first day of classes and on.
Students are given the list of texts for the appropriate grade level during the summer
and must purchase or rent those texts by the beginning of school.

Textbooks are the student’s responsibility, and should be kept in their lockers or
backpack when not in use.

Secondary students have the option to use ebook versions of their textbooks with their
Chromebooks.
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CHROMEBOOK PROCEDURES AND INFORMATION

The Role of Technology
Technology has a place and a purpose. While ubiquitous, we must be aware of the pros
and cons of how and when it is used. Being a preschool through high school gives us
the opportunity to use technology judiciously and in developmentally appropriate ways.
We use technology for those things that it does better than a human being can. We use
technology not for the sake of using technology; we have a philosophy and approach
that is again changing the way that schools do things. In middle and high school, every
student has a Chromebook, which they use during instruction to take online tests, work
collaboratively through apps such as Google Docs, retrieve information, etc.

Fundamentally, we use technology at Mesrobian in order to make us more human not
less. We have automated that which makes us more human. The time saved here
allows us to focus even more on education, communicating with parents and making
sure students are thriving.

Chromebook Use And Goals
The goal of Armenian Mesrobian School's Chromebook initiative is to create a
collaborative learning environment for all learners. This environment will enable and
support students and teachers to implement transformative uses of technology while
enhancing students’ engagement with content and promoting the development of
self-directed, responsible, lifelong learners and users. Students will transition from
consumers of information to creative producers and owners of knowledge. Technology
immersion does not diminish the vital role of the teacher. To the contrary, it transforms
the teacher from a director of learning to a facilitator of learning.

Device Purpose
Armenian Mesrobian School is requiring that all 6th-12th grade students purchase an
approved Chromebook device. While this device is the personal property of the
student's family, all students and families must abide by Mesrobian's administration
protocols. The device’s function will provide each student access to required
educational materials needed for each student to be successful. The Chromebook
allows student access to Google Apps for Education, educational web-based tools, as
well as many other useful sites. The supplied device is an educational tool not intended
for gaming, social networking or high end computing.

Please see Appendix I for the full Chromebook procedural guide.

SCHOOL INFORMATION SYSTEMS

Jupiter Ed is a school information system and gradebook used from K-12th Grade.
Jupiter Ed is used for communication between the school and parents, for teachers to
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update grades, behavior reports, and contact parents in real time, and for the school will
send important announcements and messages to the parents using emails and text
alerts.

Parents and students can login anytime to check current grades, homework, missing
assignments, test scores, report cards, and to contact teachers.

To log in for the first time:
You will receive an email with a login button and or a temporary password. To log in with
a temporary password, follow the steps below:
1. Go to login.JupiterEd.com
2. Click on "Parent".

3. Type Name: “Student’s Name”

Password: Parent 1: temporary password.
Parent 1: temporary password

School: Armenian Mesrobian School

City: Pico Rivera

State: California

4. At the prompt, choose your own password.If you are a parent with multiple children at
the school, choose the same password for each child, so you don't need to login
separately for each child.
5. At the next prompt, enter your email.
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DISCIPLINE POLICY
Mesrobian Discipline Philosophy:

One of our fundamental philosophies on this topic is that you have to start with the
following question: ‘What do you think about the nature of human beings?’ Are they
inherently bad and need to be managed? Or are they inherently good and will do good if
given the opportunities?

We primarily look at misbehavior as an educational deficit. When children or
adolescents come into a school not knowing how to read, the school strives to teach
them how to read. When they don’t know how to add or subtract, the school strives to
teach them how to add or subtract. When they come in and don’t know how to behave,
schools punish them — and when they do that it doesn’t serve them or the school well.

Students need to learn to behave properly and appropriately and to regulate their own
behavior. When rules are too rigid, placing too many detailed demands on people, they
tend not to know how to act on their own, therefore our long term goal is to have
students self-regulate and learn a growth mindset. However, we recognize the need for
a system in place for those who cannot yet self-regulate.

Message from the Prelacy Armenian Schools:
Discipline is an essential component of the entire educational system. The rules at
Prelacy Armenian Schools are in place to insure a safe and orderly environment
conducive to educating students and to safeguard and protect individuals who are part
of the school community.

Prelacy schools adopt the assertive discipline guidelines. We aim to teach students that
any behavior may have positive or negative consequences.

Corporal punishment is not allowed at any Prelacy Armenian School. However, school
personnel may resort to reasonable force as needed to maintain the safety of other
students or as self-defense to prevent possible violence or injuries.

School rules apply and are enforced school-wide and in the classrooms. The school
also has jurisdiction over students while traveling to, from and during from
school-sponsored activities not held on campus. The teacher is the authority in the
classroom and the supervisors are the authorities around the school. However, all
students are required to follow the directives and instructions of any school employee.

Each school reserves the right to make the necessary changes and/or modifications to
the school disciplinary policies and the rules at any time during the academic year.
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Disciplinary Actions
Adherence to school rules is mandatory. Those who do not commit to school standards
must be ready to learn how to behave and self-regulate through a system that will scaffold
and model positive behaviors for them. The following are the disciplinary measures
employed at all Prelacy Armenian Schools.

Corrective Warnings
Teachers, supervisors, and administrators will warn students of their behavioral
misconduct and encourage them to correct their behavior.

Referrals to administrators and parents
Besides reprimanding the student for violating school regulations, disciplinary advisors
and parents will also be notified in writing (referral) about the student’s infringements.

Loss of privileges
∙ Field trips, dances, plays, student council/leadership activities, etc.
∙ Interscholastic athletic teams including practice and tryouts, and games for

athletes in the middle of a season.
∙ End of the year or graduation activities

In-school Suspension
In-school suspension is the temporary removal of a student from regular classroom
instruction and school activities. Students will return to their regular classroom when
they are able to behave in a way supportive of a learning environment.

Suspension
Students will be suspended from school for the following violations of the education
code, a serious infraction of school policies, and/or when it has been determined that
their presence at school cause disruption to the learning process or in some other way
jeopardize the operation of the school.

E.C. – 48900 -- A pupil shall not be suspended from school or recommended for
expulsion unless the principal of the school determines the pupil has:

a) (1) Caused, attempted to cause or threatened to cause physical
injury to another person.

(2) Willfully used force or violence upon the person of another,
except in self-defense.

b) Possessed, sold, or otherwise furnished any firearm, knife, explosive,
or other dangerous object unless, in the case of possession of any
such object, the pupil had obtained written permission to possess the
item from a certificated school employee, which is concurred in by
the principal. (A dangerous object as used in this policy is defined to
include, but not limited to any instrument or weapon of the kind
commonly known as a blackjack, billy, slingshot, chain, dart, metal
knuckles, nunchaku, sandclub, sandbag, dirk, dagger, revolver, or
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any other explosive device, any knife, folding knife with a blade that
locks into place, and razor with an unguarded blade, and any metal
piper or bar used or intended to be used as a club, which can be
used to injure others); (School personnel may take from the personal
possession of any pupil while under the authority of the school, any
object capable of inflicting substantial damage, when such object has
no academic purpose for the pupil. Such objects must be turned into
the principal, or principal’s designee).

c) Unlawfully possessed, used, sold, or otherwise furnished, or been
under the influence of, any controlled substance, as defined in
Section 11007 of the Health and Safety Code, an alcoholic beverage,
or intoxicant of any kind.

d) Unlawfully offered, arranged or negotiated to sell any controlled
substance, as defined in Section 11007 of the Health and Safety
Code, alcoholic beverage, or an intoxicant of any kind, and then
either sold, delivered, or otherwise furnished to any person another
liquid, substance, or material and represented the liquid, substance
or material as a controlled substance, alcoholic beverage, or
intoxicant.

e) Committed robbery or extortion.
f) Caused or attempted to cause damage to school property or private

property.
g) Stolen or attempted to steal school property or private property.
h) Possessed or used tobacco or products containing tobacco or

nicotine; including but not limited to, cigarettes and cigars.
i) Committed an obscene act or engaged in habitual profanity or

vulgarity.
j) Unlawfully possessed, offered, arranged, or negotiated to sell any

drug paraphernalia, as defined in Section 11364 of the Health and
Safety Code.

k) Disrupted school activities or otherwise willfully defied the valid
authority of supervisors, teachers, administrators, school officials, or
other school personnel engaged in the performance of their duties.

l) Knowingly received stolen school property or private property.
m) Possession of an imitation firearm. An imitation firearm is “a replica

of a firearm that is so substantially similar in physical properties to an
existing firearm as to lead a reasonable person to conclude that the
replica is a firearm.

n) Committed or attempted to commit a sexual assault, as defined in
Section 261, 266c, 286, 288, 288a, or 289 of the Penal Code or
committed a sexual battery as defined in Section 234.4 of the Penal
Code.

o) Harassed, threatened, or intimidated a pupil who is a complaining
witness or witness in a school disciplinary proceeding for the purpose
of either preventing that pupil from being a witness or retaliating
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against that pupil for being a witness, or both.
p) Unlawfully offered, arranged to sell, or sold the prescription drug

Soma.
q) Engaged in or attempted to engage in hazing as defined in Section

32050.
r) Engaged in an act of bullying; but not limited to, bullying committed

by means of an electronic act as defined in (f) and (g) of section
32261 directed to a pupil or school personnel.

s) A pupil shall not be suspended or expelled for any of the acts
enumerated in this section, unless that act is related to school
activity or school attendance occurring within a school under the
jurisdiction of the principal or assistant principal or occurring within
any other school district. A pupil may be suspended or expelled for
acts that are enumerated in this section and related to school activity
or attendance that occur at any time, including, but not limited to, any
of the following:

(1) While on school grounds.
(2) While going to or coming from school.
(3) During the lunch period whether on or off campus.
(4) During, or while going to or coming from, a school

sponsored activity.
t) A pupil who aids, or abets, as defined in Section 31 of the Penal

Code, the infliction of physical injury to another person may suffer
suspension, but not expulsion. Except that a pupil who has been
adjudged by a juvenile court to have committed, as an aider or
abettor, a crime of physical violence in which the victim suffered great
bodily injury or serious bodily injury shall be subject to discipline
pursuant E.C. 48900 (a)

E.C. 48900.2 Sexual harassment: In addition to the reasons above, a
pupil may be suspended from school or recommended for expulsion if
the principal of the school determines that the pupil has committed
sexual harassment.
E.C. 48900.3 Hate Violence: In addition to the reasons above, a pupil
in any one of grades 4-12, inclusive, may be suspended from school or
recommended for expulsion if the principal of the school determines that
the pupil has caused, attempted to cause, threatened to cause, or
participated in an act of hate violence.
E.C. 48900.4 Additional grounds for suspension or expulsion;
harassment, threats or intimidation.

A suspended student is not allowed on school campus and is not allowed to attend any
school activities during the duration of the suspension or to make-up missed tests.

A student may be suspended for no more than five (5) school days at one time except
during an expulsion process and for no more than twenty (20) days in a school year. A
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student on suspension for over twenty (20) days will be expelled from school because
he/she has not met the school academic program requirements.

Administration will follow a progressive discipline policy and provide Due Process to
students.

The procedure for suspending a student from school follows the steps listed below:
STUDENT HEARING:

(a) The school administration will meet with the student.
(b) Present and explain the alleged charge(s) made in the “referral form” and

give the students a chance to present her/his side in writing.
(c) School administration will contact the parent and inform them of why their

child is being sent home. A written “notice of suspension” will be provided,
which includes Educational Code violations, the suspension date(s) and
the date the student is permitted to return to school.

(d) The administration or parents may request a conference prior to the
student’s return to school to discuss the student’s behavior.

(e) A suspended student is not allowed on any school campus or may not
attend any school activities during the duration of the suspension.

Probation
Behavioral probation is reserved for serious and/or excessive violation of school rules.
Students are placed on behavioral probation for a designated period of time determined
by the Administration. Based on the terms of the probation, students may not attend
school functions, participate in school athletic activities or student council organized
events. Any violation of school rules or the terms of the probation may be cause for
expulsion.

The Right to Deny Enrollment
Based on the student’s behavior and conduct history, the Administration may decide to
deny a student the privilege to enroll for the next academic year.

Expulsion
An expulsion is the permanent removal of a student from the school. Expelled students
are not welcome to attend any other Prelacy schools for the duration of the expulsion.
An expulsion may last one full academic year. Stipulations may be placed on a student
which may entitle the student to return to school sooner. Examples of stipulation may
include receiving outside counseling or successful performance at a non-Prelacy
school.

The procedure for expulsion follows the steps below:
∙ The student will be suspended pending his/her expulsion and notification of the

parent/guardian regarding the offenses committed by the student.
∙ The Principal will prepare the expulsion report, providing the reason(s) for the

recommended expulsion along with documentation of the student's discipline
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history.
∙ The Principal will forward a copy of the expulsion documents to the Board of

Regents for action.
∙ The Board of Regents will also send a copy of this report to the parent.
∙ The parent/guardian will be granted due process prior to the implementation of

the expulsion. The parent shall be provided with information about the appeals
process.

∙ Appeals may be made to the Board of Regents within five (5) days of the
decision.  The decision of the Board of Regents shall be final.

∙ The Principal may extend the suspension period, if necessary, for the purpose of
implementing due process. Such extension must be made by written notification
to the parent/guardian.

∙ Expelled students seeking readmission to Prelacy schools must present their
records for review before readmission.

Financial Liability
In case of damage to personal and/or public property caused by a student, the parents
or guardians are held liable for recovery of any or all damages of up to the amount of
$10,000 (Education Code 48904).

Police Intervention
In case of an unlawful or violent act by students, the police will be informed immediately,
which may result in a citation and affect the student’s record.

Counseling
Students registered at Armenian Mesrobian School (Preschool, Elementary, Middle, and
High School) may be referred for in-house counseling at the school’s sole discretion.

Attendance Rules
It is the student's right and responsibility to attend school regularly. Students must be on
campus during school hours unless excused by the School Office. Students must be on
time for all classes.

Attendance is taken by teachers and submitted to the School Office daily. Attendance
records are reported on students’ report cards.

If a student is repeatedly absent from school or tardy between classes, they may be
required to attend summer school in order to reinvest missed learning time.

Absence
Absences due to illness or emergencies constitute excused absences.

Early dismissal will be allowed only in case of an illness that has occurred during school
hours. A student will be released only to an authorized adult under no circumstances
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should a student leave the school without first clearing with the School Office. In case of
a medical or dental appointment, permission for early dismissal must be arranged with
the School Office. A student will be released only if a note signed by the parents is
presented to the School Office at the beginning of the day, or if a parent calls the School
Office.

Unexcused absences totaling 15% of school days (27 days -- 13 days first semester, 13
days the second semester) in an academic year may result in retention and may
jeopardize high school graduation. In case of more frequent absences, the
Administration may require that a student be withdrawn from the school at the end of
any given quarter.

It is the responsibility of the student to clear all absences, make up class work and
assignments, and arrange with the teacher to take any missed quizzes and tests.
Parents must inform the School Office when a student will be absent.

Any student absent from school on the day of an athletic game may not attend or
participate without the explicit permission of the Principal. This policy is in keeping with
the requirements of the California Interscholastic Federation.

Tardiness
Students are expected to attend all classes on time. Coming into class late or leaving
early is disruptive to the learning process. Teachers must refer late students to the
School Office.

If a student arrives after the morning tardy bell, 8:15 am, they must sign in and receive a
Tardy Slip from the School Office. Students late to first period in grades 3rd and up will
not be admitted without a Tardy Slip.

Tardiness after 30 minutes of each period is considered an absence. The person taking
attendance will not change any tardies. If a note is brought, the School Office will
change the tardy to an excused tardy.

Students who are continually tardy may be required to make up time after school and/or
on Saturdays, or perform additional volunteer hours as needed.

Students with off campus lunch privileges may have their privileges revoked for tardies
occurring for 6th period after lunch.

Tardies and Missing Assignments
Teachers may require students who have tardies and missing assignments to stay on
the day they were tardy or missed an assignment and do the assignment with an
additional paragraph written about what they learned about the designated subject. It is
not punitive, but to teach that it is easier to do the work the first time.
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Personal Appearance
Students must follow the school’s uniform and dress code policy. Students who fail to
comply with guidelines may be asked to change clothes or be sent home. The school
reserves the right to interpret the dress code as needed, and retains the final discretion
to determine if a student’s attire complies with the dress code.

Please see Appendix II for the full uniform policy and guidelines.

Mesrobian Digital Citizenship Expectations and Policy
In order to maintain a healthy and optimal learning environment, Armenian Mesrobian
School agree to use technology at the school appropriately and to represent themselves
as digital citizens in line with Mesrobian standards.

Please see Appendix III for the full ‘Mesrobian Digital Citizenship Expectations and Policy’.

Cell Phone Policy
Middle and High School students must turn in their cellphones and smartwatches to the
homeroom teacher at the start of 1st period and picked up at the end of 7th period. A
cell-phone may only be used in the event of a school-related emergency as determined
by the school.

Although electronic devices may be brought onto campus, they are to be turned off and
turned in during school hours. The school does not assume liability if such devices are
damaged, stolen, or lost. The school reserves the right to confiscate cell phones, with
applicable fees, from students at any time to preserve an optimal learning environment.

Any communication between parents/guardians and students must be through the
School Office.

Please see Appendix III for the full ‘Mesrobian Digital Citizenship Expectations and Policy’.

Academic Dishonesty (Cheating/Plagiarism)
Academic dishonesty includes the following:

● Using, or attempting to use, any kind of unauthorized means of gaining an unfair
advantage on quizzes, tests or assignment.

● Using someone else’s words, work, and/or claiming them as yours.
● Intentionally helping or attempting to help another to participate in academic

dishonesty.

Consequences for academic dishonesty will include getting an “F” on the
assignment/exam, etc., notification to parents and, upon recurrence, loss of privileges
such as eligibility to participate in Honor Societies and receiving letters of
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recommendation. If the student engages in academic dishonesty for the third time, he
will be suspended for a day and receive a “U” for Citizenship for that quarter.

ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS
Mesrobian recognizes students who have excelled academically. At the end of each
semester, outstanding 6th-12th grade students can qualify for either the Honor Roll or
the Principal’s List.

Honor Roll

To qualify for the Honor Roll, a student must have earned during the regular school
term:

1. An overall grade point average of 3.5 or above
2. Satisfactory citizenship for non-academic grades in all classes
3. Display satisfactory citizenship outside the classroom

Honor Roll with High Honors

To qualify for the Honor Roll with High Honors, a student must have earned during the
regular school term:

4. An overall grade point average of 3.75 or above
5. Satisfactory citizenship for non-academic grades in all classes
6. Display satisfactory citizenship outside the classroom

Gold Seal Graduate
To qualify as a Gold Seal Graduate, the student must:

1. Earn three A’s and one B in four semesters in grades 10-12th, including at least
one semester of senior year during the regular school term.

2. Minimum Satisfactory Citizenship
3. No D’s or F’s

Presidential Award for Educational Excellence

This award recognizes academic success in the classroom.

To qualify for the Presidential Award for Educational Excellence, the student must:
1. Earn at least a 3.5 GPA during the regular school term.
2. a) 8th Grade: PSAT 8/9 80% (percentile) and above or teacher recommendation.

b) 12th Grade: AC/SAT 80% (percentile) and above or teacher recommendation.
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Presidential Award for Educational Achievement

This award recognizes students who show outstanding educational growth,
improvement, commitment to or intellectual development in their academic
subjects—but do not meet the criteria for the President's Award for Educational
Excellence.

To qualify for the Presidential Award for Educational Achievement, the student must:
1. Earn at least a 3.5 GPA during the regular school term.
2. See criteria online.

Valedictorian Award

The Valedictorian award will be given to a student in the senior class who:
1. Has completed his/her ninth, tenth, eleventh, and twelfth grades at Mesrobian.
2. Has the highest grade point average in the class for his/her 9-12 grade
3. Has pursued a program that includes all of the college preparatory classes and

honors sections of Armenian Studies classes
4. Has completed the highest academic rigor of courses offered
5. Has minimum satisfactory citizenship in all his/her high school grade levels

Salutatorian Award

Salutatorian award will be given to a student in the senior class who:
1. Has completed his/her ninth, tenth, eleventh, and twelfth grades at Mesrobian.
2. Has the second highest grade point average in the class for his/her 9-12 grade
3. Has pursued a program that includes all of the college preparatory classes and

honors sections of Armenian Studies classes
4. Has completed the highest academic rigor of courses offered
5. Has minimum satisfactory citizenship in all his/her high school grade levels

The number of Valedictorians or Salutatorians for a graduating class is not limited. All
students who meet the criteria will be recognized. *Priority is given to students whose
grades are earned during the regular school term.

Summer School
A vital part of the mission of Armenian Mesrobian School is to produce scholars who
continue on to some of the best universities and colleges after leaving high school. We
also seek to ensure that our graduates have the habits, skills, and drive to attend and
flourish at any school. To this end, Mesrobian High School graduation requirements
exceed the admission standards of the State of California, California State University,
and University of California systems.
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In order to best support our students who are in need of academic remediation or seek
academic enrichment, Mesrobian School offers summer school sessions that allow
students to improve their academic standing and skills in required subjects. Students
who receive a grade below C- in Semester I or Semester II in any class are required to
attend summer school in order to improve their academic standing. At the end of the
semester, report cards were distributed to all parents/guardians. Grades are also
available 24 hours a day, seven days a week through Jupiter.
https://login.jupitered.com/login/

Students with excessive tardies or absences from any class are also required to make
up their attendance through summer school.  Students absent in excess of 15% in any
class (per subject) per semester are required to make up those absences in order to
receive credit for classes.

Regular attendance and punctuality are required. Students missing more than one day
(per summer session)  of summer school may be denied credit for the class. These
courses may not be taken at other schools, unless the courses/institutions are
approved in advance by the Mesrobian School Administration.

Summer school at Mesrobian also allows students to raise their grades from the
academic year. A student may raise their grade up to one letter grade per summer
session (only if earned). Summer school grades are based on attendance, work ethic,
knowledge gained, mastery of standards, and academic achievement. A student may
improve grades for up to two subjects during the summer.

Students attending summer school are not required to be in uniform, however they must
follow the “free dress” guidelines in this handbook. Students are also required to follow
all the rules and regulations of the school in the classroom and on campus.

ATHLETICS
Mesrobian’s athletic teams are known as the Bulldogs and the school colors are blue
and white. Sport teams are important because they provide a positive learning
experience for the athletes, instill school spirit in the student body, and provide a means
by which students and the school receive recognition. Mesrobian varsity teams have
won league championships and qualified for C.I.F. championship play-off tournaments in
soccer, boys’ and girls’ basketball, and boys’ baseball.

Athletics is an important part of the overall educational program at Mesrobian. Students
participating in these games represent our school as well as themselves. For these
reasons, students must meet certain behavioral standards to remain eligible as a team
member. These standards meet or exceed those established by the California
Interscholastic Federation.
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Physical Examination
Students who wish to participate in C.I.F. sanctioned sports must submit the results of a
physical examination once a year.

School Work and Grades / Eligibility
Participation in sports should not interfere with student athletes’ educational progress.
Athletes must keep up with their classwork and homework and be prepared for tests
and other assignments, even on the days that they have practices or games. Students
who fail to hand in assignments or take tests on a game day will be ineligible to play on
that day.

Student athletes must meet scholastic requirements based upon the number of sports in
which they wish to participate. Students participating in one or two sports must maintain
a 2.0 GPA for all of their classes.

Grades will be monitored according to C.I.F. rule # 204.1 which states: “To determine
current eligibility, students’ grades must be and will be checked at each regular report
period of the school year (at the end of each quarter).”

Citizenship
To represent Armenian Mesrobian School in interscholastic athletic competition, a
student must be a good citizen. Students must maintain satisfactory citizenship grades
in all classes, otherwise the student is ineligible to participate in athletics for the
following quarter.

An athlete who is sent out of a class for disciplinary reasons on the day of the game is
ineligible to play, and prohibited from attending the game on that day.

Athletes’ behavior outside of the classroom, their general behavior at school, or their
behavior at school-sponsored events may affect their eligibility.

Suspended Athletes
Students who are suspended from school are ineligible to participate during suspension.
After the suspension, the Athletic Director and the Principal will determine each
student’s eligibility on a case-by-case basis.

Attendance on Game Days
To be eligible to play, an athlete must be present for at least four periods of class on the
day of the game.

Conduct of Athletes
When students are in Bulldog uniforms, the athletes represent their team, the sports
program, and Armenian Mesrobian School. Therefore, they must display school spirit,
pride, and good sportsmanship before, during, and after athletic events.
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STUDENT GOVERNMENT
The Mesrobian Associated Student Body (ASB) Council cabinet consists of five elected
officers, including the President, Vice President, Treasurer, and Secretary. The cabinet
also includes the Student-Faculty Liaison Officers who are appointed by the Principal.

ASB elections take place in June; at which time students in grades 6th -12th participate
in the voting process. Elected cabinet officers serve in the following academic year.

Eligibility
To be eligible for A.S.B. offices, students must meet the following requirements:
1. Maintain 2.0 G.P.A. for the first semester of the school year.
2. Maintain satisfactory citizenship grades in all classes.
3. Display satisfactory citizenship outside the classroom.
4. Have a 2.0 G.P.A. the last semester of the previous school year.
5. No missing assignments.

Duties and Responsibilities
The duties of the A.S.B. officers include operating the student store and organizing
events such as school dances, quiz bowls, assemblies, talent shows, lunchtime
activities, and special programs.

A.S.B. officers serve as spokespersons for the student body by voicing students’ ideas,
concerns, and suggestions to the administration and faculty and maintain a cooperative
relationship.

The A.S.B. President is also responsible for keeping the Discipline Coordinator informed
of any planned activities on campus.

Due to their leadership roles, the most important duty of A.S.B. officers is to actively
promote school spirit, and help maintain a healthy school environment through their
attitudes and behavior.

Class Officers
Grades 6th -12th students elect class officers at the beginning of the school year. Each
class elects two Class Representatives.

PARENT FACULTY CLUB
The Parent Faculty Club (PFC) is a support group composed of dedicated parents and
Faculty members whose single goal is to help Mesrobian school morally and financially.

PFC activities include fundraisers such as candy drives, raffles, and events. Members
are also instrumental in donating their time and energies during school events.
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PFC membership for parents/guardians is automatic with the student registration.

ALUMNI ORGANIZATION
The official alumni organization of Mesrobian School is the Club Mesrobian Alumni
Organization. The purpose of this organization is to benefit Mesrobian School and its
students.

EMERGENCY PROCEDURES
Safety is of highest concern for Mesrobian School. The school’s parking lot is monitored
by a parking attendant who is a licensed security guard during drop-off and pick-up
hours. Our parking attendant directs traffic flow of the drop off and pick up zones each
school day. Parents/Guardians of students in the Early Childhood Education program
are required to sign in and sign out their children.

There are security cameras that monitor the school grounds. Video footage can be
accessed by the administration when necessary.

The entire campus has one access gate during school hours (not including drop off and
pick up times) which can be shut and locked if need be. Parents and guests visiting the
school must first enter the office and sign in before they conduct their business.
Mesrobian School conducts regular fire, earthquake, and lockdown drills. Emergency
contact information, emergency kits, first aid for students, and an emergency plan are
made available through the School Office. All staff members are First Aid and CPR
Certified.

Earthquake & Fire Drills
To prepare students for possible emergencies, earthquake and fire drills are conducted
on a monthly basis. Students must follow the procedures as if it was an actual
emergency.

Earthquake Alarm: The bell will ring continuously for approximately 15 seconds.
Fire Alarm: Series of short bells that is repeated several times.

Earthquake Emergency Procedures
1. Intense shaking occurs.
2. Teacher gives command “DROP”.  (See below)
3. Wait for shaking to stop.
4. Check for injuries and/or trapped individuals. Move all students who can be

moved when you evacuate. Assure trapped individual that help will be
forthcoming.

5. After checking for blocked exits, give command to evacuate.
6. Teachers will escort classes to the Emergency Assembly Area. They will take

with them the emergency folder, attendance cards, class roster, etc. to enable
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them to take roll.
7. At the Emergency Assembly Area (EAA), take roll and check for missing

children/paraprofessionals.  Teachers account for all students.
8. At the Emergency Assembly Area (EAA), check for injuries, send class list and

Missing Individual Report to the Incident Command Center (ICC). Send injured
children/paraprofessionals to the First Aid Station.

9. ICC accounts for all students and staff.
10.EMERGENCY PLAN TEAMS BEGIN DUTIES
11. Teachers/aids supervising students should continue to monitor the health and

mental status of these students and report any individuals needing assistance to
the ICC.

12.The ICC will update staff members of the status of the emergency. All
questions/requests must be directed to the ICC.

13.Children are to be released only after receiving notice from the ICC. They will be
escorted to the reunion gate.

14.Staff members will be relieved of their assignments by the ICC.

Earthquake, “Drop/Hold” Drills and Procedures
“Drop/Hold” Inside Classroom

A.   Upon command, drop down to knees.

B.   Get under/below equipment (desks, tables, chairs, etc.); back to windows.

C.   Grasp equipment (legs, etc.) with both hands, hold tight.

D.  keep body under or below equipment.

E.   Wait for further instructions.

“Drop/Hold” Outside School Buildings

A.   Get clear of all buildings, power lines, light poles or sources that
maybe dangerous.

B.   Assume “Drop/Hold” position if possible.

C.   Wait for further instructions of all clear.
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“Drop/Hold” To and From School

A.   Move away from buildings, trees,  hazards of any kind.

B. Assume “Drop/Hold” position if possible.
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FIRE DRILL PROCEDURE
SIGNAL: 5 SHORT BELLS RUNG IN A CONTINUOUS CYCLE

PROCEDURE DURING CLASS TIME

1. Students exit classroom via both doors and WALK in orderly lines.

2. Students evacuate the building by designated routes to the assembly area (see map).

3. NO TALKING IS PERMITTED!!

4. Teachers:

a. Take your emergency folder and attendance cards with you.

b. Check that all students are out of the classroom.

c. Check that all exits are clear.

d. Close classroom door.  DO NOT LOCK.  (Later entry may be required.)

e. In assembly area, teacher takes roll and accounts for each child.

5.   Students in classrooms other than their own are to remain with that class until given

permission to rejoin their class by both teachers.

6.   Students remain in orderly and silent lines until all clear signal is given (one long bell).

PROCEDURE USED BEFORE SCHOOL.  DURING LUNCH AND RECESS

1. Students WALK to the assigned place on the yard where they meet their teacher before

school.

2. Students wait in orderly and silent lines for their teacher, or other supervising adult, to

conduct them to their proper assembly area.

PROCEDURE DURING P.E.

1. Teacher, or supervising adult, stops play, organizes class(es) into silent and orderly lines

and conducts class(es) to assembly area.

PROCEDURE WHEN NOT IN YOUR OWN CLASSROOM

1. Teachers should be familiar with assembly area and evacuation route designated for that

classroom or area.

2. The EMERGENCY FOLDER should accompany the class and be used by the teacher,

or supervising adult, to account for all students.

All School Personnel, Certificated and Classified are to participate in all fire drills

● Parents, guests and community people on the grounds during a drill must participate.

● Adults are reminded that no talking is allowed.  Please be good role models for the

children.
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Other Emergencies
In case of other emergencies such as personal injury on the school grounds, the school’s office
should be notified immediately so that the necessary measures can be taken. In a situation
where a student might need medical attention and the parent/guardian cannot be located, the
student will be taken to the nearest emergency facility. The student’s family health insurance will
be the primary source of covering the medical expenses.

The school’s liability is limited to the terms and restrictions of the school’s insurance policy.

Triage and Emergency Supplies
The basketball court and the cafeteria are designated as triage and temporary shelter areas. In
an emergency situation where outside help will not be available for some time, students will be
assembled in these areas. First aid and nutritional needs of students will be met by using
supplies stored in designated containers located by the first floor classrooms.

Evacuation
If evacuation of the school becomes necessary, students should follow the evacuation
routes posted in the classrooms, assemble on the basketball court, and await dismissal.
Students can be released only to their parents or legal guardian, or person indicated on
the Emergency Release Form.

In an emergency situation that warrants complete evacuation of the school, the
designated assembly venue is Holy Cross Church located at 900 West Lincoln Avenue
in Montebello.

Security Threats
In case of any security threats such as gunfire, explosion, or an individual with a
weapon on the grounds, the following general procedures will be implemented (See
office for detailed lock-down materials):

1. The Administration will be notified immediately about the exact nature of the
threat.

2. There will be a complete lock-down.
3. If classes are in session, the teachers will lock the classroom door and prevent

any student from leaving and keep the students calm.
4. Students at recess will proceed to classrooms or a safe area and lock the

door(s).
5. Students will not be allowed to leave the classrooms until the threat has

dissipated and lock-up is lifted.
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VISITORS AND GUESTS
Visitors must enter through the School Office area, where they must identify
themselves, sign in, and receive a clearly marked visitor badge. Visitors must have a
valid reason to be on campus and can be denied entrance. Specifically, school students
must obtain the prior approval of the Administration before they can bring any visitors or
guests on campus.

Visitors and guests will be asked their name, address, occupation, and his or her
purpose for entering school grounds. The school reserves the right to request proof of
identity.

The school Principal or his/her designee in his or her discretion may refuse access to
school grounds to any visitor or guest if he or she concludes that the visitor’s or guest’s
presence or acts will disrupt the school, its students, its teachers or its other employees;
would result in the distribution or use of unlawful or controlled substances; or would
otherwise interfere with school operations.

Any visitor or guest who fails to sign in at the main office shall be considered an
unauthorized person. “Unauthorized person” shall also include any student who is
currently suspended, expelled, or who is otherwise un-enrolled from the school.

The school shall not be liable for any injuries suffered by an unauthorized person while
on or leaving school grounds.

POLICY ON NUTRITION
The Board of Regents of Prelacy Armenian Schools has established a policy on
nutrition/obesity prevention and a policy on beverages, which is put into effect starting
February 2004 on all Prelacy Armenian School campuses.

The only food and beverages authorized to serve or for sale at the all Prelacy Schools
before, during, and until one half hour after the end of the school day to the students
must meet the nutrient and beverage standards outlined in the following policies.

The Center for Disease Control and Prevention has declared that obesity is the faster
growing health threat in the United States, with obesity nearing tobacco as the number
one health threat, and according to the 2002 Los Angeles County Health Survey, 55%
of Los Angeles County’s adult population are overweight or obese.

Today’s children and youth have poor dietary habits and lack sufficient physical activity
resulting in high percentages of overweight children, in the past 30 years the
percentages has tripled in the United States.

The California Department of Education reported in 2002 that approximately 40% of 5th,
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7th and 9th graders in Los Angeles County are overweight or at risk of becoming
overweight and face an increased risk of chronic diseases such as asthma, type 2
diabetes, heart disease, and high blood pressure, as well as social stigma and
depression;

Research has found a clear connection between good nutrition and student
achievement, and schools that have implemented healthy food programs report fewer
behavioral problems;

In order to respond to the current obesity epidemic effectively, the Board of Regents of
Prelacy Armenian Schools must improve in the areas of nutrition, physical fitness, and
nutrition education.

Therefore, the Board of Regents of Prelacy Armenian Schools decided:

A) Effective February 2, 2004, the only food, excluding beverages, authorized to serve
or for sale at the Prelacy schools (including but not limited to, the student store,
vending machines, a la carte sales, and fundraising) before, during, and until one
half hour after the end of school day at all Prelacy schools accessible to the students
shall meet the following nutrient standards:

a. No more than 35% of total calories from fat (excluding nuts and seeds);
b. No more than 10% of total calories from saturated fat, including trans fat;
c. No more than 35% added sugar by weight (excluding fruits, vegetables, when

used as additives);
d. No more than 600 mg of sodium per serving;

B) Adopts the following serving portion sizes for all foods, excluding beverages
effective the second semester:

a. Snacks and sweets (including, but not limited to chips, crackers, popcorn,
cereal, trail mix, nuts, seeds, dried fruits, jerky): 1.5 oz

b. Cookies/cereal bars: 2 oz
c. Bakery Items (e.g. pastries, muffins): 3 oz
d. Frozen desserts, ice cream: 3 oz
e. Other entrée items and side dishes (including, but not limited to, French fries,

onion rings) shall be no larger than the portions of those foods served.

C) Directs the Principals and Preschool Directors to provide at least one vegetarian
option that includes vegetable or fruit component;

D) Directs the Principals and Preschool Directors to increase variety, visibility, and
accessibility of fresh fruit and vegetables at school sites through facility design, and
report to the Board of Regents;

E) Directs the Principals and Preschool Directors to improve and broaden nutrition
education materials within the K-12, and parents;
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F) Sets as policy the concept that cafeterias should be places of learning and therefore
should provide informational posters and nutrition and nutrient information about all
items served in cafeterias;

G) Directs the Principals and Preschool Directors to develop guidelines to eliminate
fast-food products (defined as companies primarily marketing high-fat, high calorie,
and high sugar foods);

H) Direct the Principals and Preschool Directors to work with organizations such as
American Diabetes Association on education programs to be offered at school sites
teaching healthy eating and lifestyle habits;

Students are not allowed to bring to school any food or beverage that
violates the newly adopted nutrition policies. This includes food/beverage
packed at home or purchased from nearby fast food stores and brought to
school for consumption.

Foods packed at home or purchased from fast food stores must comply
with the nutrition policies established at school.

Nutrition Break and School Lunches
Secondary students have a mid-morning nutrition break during which they may
purchase snacks at the student store or eat snacks that they bring from home. The
Associated Student Body operates the student store.

School Lunches
Except for Senior students who have off campus lunch privilege, all other students must
remain on campus during the lunch period.

Students may bring lunch from home or they may purchase school lunch from the
school’s cafeteria. ECE and Elementary students should buy their lunch tickets in the
morning or recess breaks or bring their tickets with them. Secondary students should
buy their lunch tickets in the office before school or during the nutrition break. No fast
food from off campus is allowed, with the exception of Subway or other sandwiches.

The first period teacher will take lunch count every morning.

Lunch will be consumed only in the cafeteria or the picnic table area. Picnic area
must be kept clean at all times!
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Cafeteria Rules
Students with lunch tickets should line up in an orderly manner at the side door of
kitchen. They should remain in line and display good manners. At the conclusion of their
lunch, they should remove any and all litter from their area.

Students involved in food fights, littering, and disorderly conduct in the cafeteria will
suffer the appropriate consequences.

No student is allowed to visit the neighborhood store during school hours,
(except  Seniors during their lunch break only).

Mesrobian students are required to be in school uniform at all times during school
hours. Since a neat appearance is regarded as an integral part of the school’s overall
environment, students are expected to abide by the guidelines specified in this section.

Notice: The Administration reserves the right to prevent any student who is not in proper
appearance or in school uniform, from attending any of his or her classes during regular
school hours.

Appearance
Girls

● Girls are expected to have a neat, clean appearance at all times.
● Extremes in jewelry are prohibited. (Small pendants, such as crosses and small

posts and small hoops for pierced ears are allowed).
● Extreme hairstyles whether in color or style will not be allowed. This will be at

the discretion of the school regarding what is deemed appropriate.
● Girls are not allowed to wear more than two pairs of earrings.
● Cosmetics, including lipstick, lip-gloss and fingernail polish are not allowed for

girls in grades K-8.
● Girls in 9th and 12th grades may wear lipstick and fingernail polish that is not

extreme or excessive. (nails must be short - medium in length)
● Leggings may be worn under the school skirt on cold days or for lab days.
● Non-Mesrobian thick jackets allowed on cold days. (i.e. rain coats, windbreakers,

etc. )
● Undershirts (long or short sleeves) must be white.

Boys
● Boys are expected to have a neat, clean appearance at all times.
● Extreme hairstyles whether in color or style will not be allowed. This will be at

the discretion of the school regarding what is deemed appropriate.
● High school boys may have neatly trimmed moustaches, goatees, or full beards.
● Boys may not wear long sideburns.
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● Boys whose haircuts are inappropriate or extreme could be prohibited from
attending school until their hairstyle conforms to the school’s standards.

● Boys may wear small pendants such as crosses and rings, but may not wear any
other jewelry.

● Boys may not have shaved heads.
● Sagging/baggy pants/shorts, hats, caps and chains attached to wallets are not

allowed.
● Non-Mesrobian thick jackets allowed on cold days. (i.e. rain coats, windbreakers,

etc. )
● Undershirts (long or short sleeves) must be white.

Girls Uniform

Nursery - Pre-kindergarten
● Red pinfeather jumper & white blouse
● Red sweatshirt with logo

Grades K-5
● Bib top jumper
● White knit shirt with logo
● Navy walking shorts
● Navy pants
● Royal blue crewneck sweatshirt or hoodie with logo
● Navy winter jacket with logo

Grades 9-12
● Gray box pleat uniform skirt
● White knit uniform shirt with logo
● Gray shorts or pants
● Royal blue crewneck sweatshirt or hoodie with logo
● White, blue, black, gray socks above the ankle
● On cooler days, girls are allowed to wear plain leggings under the skirt, (ankle

length- navy or black)
● Skirts should not be shorter than a maximum of three (3) inches above the knee
● School PE Uniforms may be worn only on PE days.

Boys Uniform

Nursery - Pre-Kindergarten
● Blue knit shirt with logo
● Navy blue shorts or pants
● Red sweatshirt with logo
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Grades K-5
● White knit shirt with logo
● Navy walking shorts
● Navy pants
● Royal blue crewneck sweatshirt or hoodie with logo
● Navy winter jacket with logo

Grades 9-12
● White knit uniform shirt with logo
● Gray uniform shorts (not athletic or cargo shorts)
● Gray uniform pants
● Royal blue crewneck sweatshirt or hoodie with logo
● White, blue, black, gray socks above the ankle
● School PE Uniforms may be worn on PE days only.

Formal Uniform
Formal uniform should be worn on Formal Uniform days. (see images below)

Physical Education Uniforms
Secondary students should check directly with their physical education teacher for
information about the official P.E. uniform. Being in proper uniform during physical
education class is mandatory. Failure to do so will affect the student’s P.E grade. P.E.
uniform is only to be worn on P.E. days.

Varsity Jackets
Mesrobian athletic team jackets are part of the school uniform for athletes only.

Athletic Hoodies/T-Shirts
Students are allowed to wear their Athletic (Volleyball, Basketball, etc..) hoodies and
T-shirts during that sport’s season only.

Senior T-Shirts/Sweatshirts
Students in the senior class are allowed to wear their Mesrobian Senior t-shirts or
sweatshirts as part of their daily uniform if worn with their uniform pants, shorts, or
skirts.

School Spirit Shirts
Students may wear their school spirit shirts ONLY on designated Spirit Days. Spirit
shirts may be worn with any type of acceptable pair of pants or long shorts.  Leggings,
excessively ripped jeans, or short-hemmed shorts may not be worn with the Spirit shirts.
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Class Trip Sweatshirts
Students are allowed to wear school issued trip sweatshirts (Sacramento, East Coast,
and Armenia Trips) as part of the school uniform during the month of their trip.
Non-school issued sweatshirts (Astrocamp and Catalina) may be worn as part of the
school uniform for the week of their trip.

If the trip takes place in the summer, students may wear their trip shirts the first month
of school

Free Dress Days
Tank tops, leggings (unless covered by a long shirt), excessively ripped jeans, or
short-hemmed shorts, or any clothing that is overly revealing may not be worn. No open
toe shoes. No bare midriffs; clothing should always be modest and in accordance with
the values of our school.
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APPENDIX III
MESROBIAN DIGITAL CITIZENSHIP EXPECTATIONS AND POLICY

When using the Mesrobian.org account, please…

Respect Yourself
I will:

● show respect for myself through my actions.
● use school-appropriate language and images at all times.

Respect Others
I will:

● not bully, harass, or stalk other people online.
● only go to sites that are related to my schoolwork.
● not ask for other people’s private account information.
● only change or modify other’s work with permission.

Protect Yourself
I will:

● ensure that the information I post online will not put me at risk.
● not publish contact details or personal information in public spaces.
● report any aggressive or inappropriate behavior directed at me.
● not share my password or account details with anyone else.
● only use email for schoolwork and with teacher permission.

Protect Others
I will:

● report abuse.
● forward only appropriate materials (including emails and images).

Respect Copyright
I will:

● follow the copyright guidelines and cite my sources.
● request permission of the owner if necessary.
● not steal or share music or other media in a manner that violates their licenses.

And Always Remember
I will:

● not keep my Mesrobian.org account logged in when using another computer.
● log off from my Mesrobian.org account whenever I’m finished using it.
● not register for outside internet services (especially social media sites) with my

Mesrobian.org account name unless I have permission from a teacher.
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Mesrobian Digital Citizenship Expectations and Policy
● Appropriate Use: Student use of the Mesrobian.org services must be consistent with the philosophy of

Armenian Mesrobian School and its educational goals. Misuse includes any Internet conduct on or off-campus
that negatively affects the reputation of Armenian Mesrobian School including messages sent, posted or
received that suggest harassment, racism, sexism and inappropriate language or symbols.

● Vandalism/Hacking: Students will not use their Mesrobian.org account or other Internet access to interfere with
or disrupt network users, services, Armenian Mesrobian School data or data of another student, or equipment,
either locally or off campus.

● Inappropriate Messages: Students will not use their Mesrobian.org account to transmit threatening, obscene,
or harassing materials, including chain-letters, solicitations, inappropriate photos, or broadcast messages via
our network or email system.

● Inappropriate Material: The Internet contains certain material that is illegal, defamatory, inaccurate, or
potentially offensive to some people. Students will not use their Mesrobian.org account to knowingly visit sites
that contain this material nor import, transmit and/or transfer any of this material to other computers.

● School Personnel: Students should not email, post to websites or blogs, images, photos or video of employees
of Armenian Mesrobian School. This includes the creation of fan pages or groups on social networking sites.

● Private Use: Students will not provide their Mesrobian.org account access or password or share another
student’s password with any other student or non-student. Students may not use another individual’s account
or log onto the Internet as anyone else.

● Personal Privacy: Students will not communicate their address, phone number or other personal information to
any person or company on the Internet or through email.

● Copyright: Students are not to post to websites or blogs any photos or logos that are the property (intellectual
property) of Armenian Mesrobian School.

● Student Privacy: To help your child remain scholarly and safe online, GoGuardian collects certain personally
identifiable information about your child. GoGuardian has consulted with privacy experts, participates in
privacy organizations, is a proud signatory of the Student Privacy Pledge, and has been awarded certifications
by iKeepSafe for complying with both Family Education Rights and Privacy Act and California student privacy
laws.

Chromebook Policy
● ALL Middle and High School students must bring their charged Chromebooks to school daily. (Please

purchase any Chromebook from CTL)
Important: You must purchase this add-on during checkout: GOOGLE CHROME
MANAGEMENT CONSOLE - NON PROFIT PERPETUAL LICENSE $40

● You may purchase a Chromebook from another source, however you will be required to pay $30 to Armenian
Mesrobian School to purchase a Google Management License through the school. This license allows us to
link the Chromebook to our Google enterprise.

● If a student leaves their Chromebook at home, they will be allowed to phone their parent/guardian to bring it to
school.

● If a Chromebook is being repaired, a document that proves that the Chromebook is being repaired, must be
given to the office.The student will then be allowed to use a school issued Chromebook for a limited time.

● Chromebook chargers are also available at school to borrow and return daily (no fee). Student cell phones and
ID cards must be turned in, in exchange for the chargers. (Students are liable up to $300 for lost or damaged
Chromebooks.)

Cell Phone and Smart Device Policy
In order to maintain a healthy and optimal learning environment, Armenian Mesrobian School and its students adhere
to the following with regard to cell phone and smart device use.
● Cell phones are to be turned in to the homeroom teacher at the beginning of the school day and collected at

the end of the school day.
● Cell phones cannot be used as an education tool instead of a Chromebook. (Students must have a charged

Chromebook everyday.)
● Smartwatches should not be worn at school.
● The school has the right to take the necessary steps if a student does not abide with school policy.
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APPENDIX IV

ARMENIAN MESROBIAN SCHOOL

ADVANCED PLACEMENT (AP) / HONORS CONTRACT
Armenian Mesrobian School is committed to providing an environment in which all students have equal
access to AP/Honors classes. Students enrolling in AP/Honors courses demonstrate a willingness to
meet the challenges of a college level curriculum. Please visit www.collegeboard.org to review the AP
program.

AP/Honors courses offer material that is intellectually stimulating and challenging for students. Enrollment
in an AP/Honors course assumes mastery of the basic skills required for further study in a given area.
The curriculum emphasizes the quality of work over the quantity of work and provides depth and
divergence in each curricular area. AP/Honors course work requires the use of higher order thinking skills
including abstract reasoning, analysis, synthesis and evaluation as well as flexibility in thinking and the
use of differing viewpoints. Students must demonstrate a strong work ethic and full engagement in
learning. Students who enroll in an AP/Honors course and find that they no longer wish to remain in the
class must withdraw by the end of the first quarter.

Students are expected:

1. To take the AP Test.
2. To be independent learners, willing to read, learn, ask questions, pursue outside reading and research,
integrate and discuss material from diverse sources.
3. To spend, on average, approximately five hours per week for each AP/Honors class.
4. To attend class and study sessions outside of class on Saturdays or after school, take tests, and turn in
assignments on time.
5. To accept that enrollment in an AP/Honors course does not guarantee an A or B grade.
6. To accept assignments, suggestions, and coaching from the teacher willingly.

Students who enroll in an AP/Honors course and their parent/guardian must sign the following
written contract:

1. I recognize that I have to demonstrate independence and responsibility. I must meet the highest
standards of performance in any AP/Honors course. Each AP/Honors course may require as much as five
hours of homework weekly.
2. I realize that by enrolling in an AP course, I am expected to take the corresponding Advanced
Placement Exam in May.
3. I agree to uphold Armenian Mesrobian High School’s academic integrity policy. I understand that I may
be dropped from any AP/Honors class with a failing grade for academic dishonesty. Academic dishonesty
includes plagiarism, giving or receiving unauthorized answers on a test or quiz, changing answers after a
test or quiz has been corrected, or submitting another’s  work as my own.
4. I agree to pay the AP Exam Fee of $110 at the time of submitting this contract. The price reflects the
exam fee and additional administrative costs.
I have read and understand the information in this contract. I agree to abide by the requirements. I would
like to be enrolled in one or more AP/Honors courses.

AP/Honors Course(s) selected:__________________________________________

____________________________ ____________________   _____________
Student’s Name Student’s Signature Date
____________________________ ____________________   _____________
Parent’s Name Parent’s Signature Date
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PARENT SIGNED STATEMENT
Hereby we acknowledge receipt of this Parent Student Handbook. We understand that
we are responsible for its content and we will abide by the policies and procedures
contained herein. We further understand that any questions we may have regarding the
policies as presented or the interpretation of the provision stated herein, will be directed
to the Administration.

Kindly fill out the information indicated below and return it to the homeroom teacher of
the student.

Name of Parents/Guardians_______________________________________________

Signature of Parent(s)/Guardian(s) _________________________ Date: ___________

Name of Student _______________________________________ Grade ___________

Name of Student _______________________________________ Grade ___________

Name of Student _______________________________________ Grade ___________
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